
Friday 18th October 2019 

Principal’s Message 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we come to the end of a hectic but successful half-term there’s a chance for us to reflect upon the 

progress we’ve made. This week has been particularly special as we hosted our Y11 Parents’ Information 

Evening and the Academy’s Open Evening. Both these events were well supported, thank you, and gave us 

a chance to listen to  parents’ feedback on our progress. We are working hard to improve                

communication with our parents and carers and there were lots of positive comments about our weekly 

parent newsletter and the information we have sent out regarding Big Tests and the student calendar. You 

will soon be receiving your son/daughter’s first ‘Attitude to Learning’ report which will tell you how hard 

he/she has been working across their lessons. Please talk to your child about this and how they can either 

keep being excellent or make improvements in subjects where their ATL is not grade 1. 

This week the national school performance tables were published and Manchester Academy has shot up 

the Manchester table on the key secondary school measure of ‘Progress 8’, beating most of our local    

rivals. I have been visiting lots of our partner primary schools over the last half-term and we are keen to 

‘myth bust’ some of the wrong impressions about our school. I think the much-improved progress our 

students make, underlines our ambition which is matched by our students. I hope that everyone enjoys 

the half-term, Manchester Academy opens for students at the usual time of 8.30 on Tuesday 29th October. 

Mr J. Eldon 

Principal 

 

Year 7 

The half-term ended with ‘Year 7’s Got Talent’ and what better way to finish an amazing first term at High 

School for Y7. I am sure the students are shattered as there’s been so much to take in during the       

transition from primary school but they have made an amazing start. Alongside the singers, dancers and 

stand-up comedy at the talent show, numerous Y7s helped out at the Manchester Academy Open Evening 

across all of our subjects.  

 

 

 

 



This involved meeting and greeting members of the community and the students were both confident and 

mature in the way they presented the Academy. There is so much potential in this year group and they 

have settled in brilliantly. We see an incredibly bright future for this year group. 

On Thursday 31st October between 4.00pm and 6.00pm, there is a chance for parents to meet their son/

daughter’s Form Tutor and discuss their first term at High School. Students will be given a time for the 

evening prior in advance and we hope this is a chance to just check that everything’s working well after 

the first half-term. I will be there, alongside members of SLT and we are all excited to share the success 

of the year group. Later in the next half-term is the first set of Big Tests for Y7 and we will share with 

you the timetable for these assessments and how students can prepare after half-term. You will receive 

your first ‘Attitude for Learning’ report after half-term and this will give you an indication of how your 

son/daughter has settled into working hard across their subjects. 

It has been a privilege to lead such a talented year group and we have much to look forward to as we 

know they are going to be an exceptional cohort! For now, they should rest after a long and exciting first 

half-term. 

Ms Maybury 

 

Year 8 

Year 8 completed their first set of Big Tests just before the half-term and we are training the students in 

the demanding expectations which are now in place in the GCSE examinations. Year 8 were fantastic and 

their behaviour was praised by both the Principal and all the staff who invigilated the exams. I am excited 

to see the results and find out where our strengths are and the areas we need to target to seek           

improvements. We will also be sharing with parents the first ‘Attitude for Learning’ scores of this        

academic year and this will give you and the students a clear indication of the commitment to their    

studies Y8 are. I am expecting some top scores! 

Our football team is now competing and we want to match the high standard set across the Academy and 

win the league and the cups! There will be a lot of other opportunities for Y8 to get involved in new    

experiences next term and I want to encourage everyone to step beyond their comfort zones and       

embrace the huge range of activities available across the Academy. We sent the extra-curricular timetable 

home and there are so many clubs for students to choose – Y8 have to lead the way! Uniform is now 

more consistent and trainers and hoodies have vanished – let's keep the standard high next half-term. 

Have a great half-term and recharge ready to make even more progress next half-term.  

Mr Boyle 

 

Year 9 

Happy Half Term! I am extremely proud of Year 9 so far this term; they truly have shown a great level of 

maturity and fabulous Attitude to Learning. Coming up next half term in the run up to Christmas we have 

the first ATL data and Big Test 1 data, I have no doubt that the pupils will have excelled. I will be focusing 

on rewarding the 95% of pupils who show outstanding attitude on a daily basis; I can’t wait to share these 

in these celebrations with my year group. We have Teens and Toddlers intervention starting after half 

term where a number of Y9 pupils will represent the Academy at a local primary school where they will 

partake in an 18-week course with a qualification in interpersonal skills at the end of the placement. This 



is our 4th year of receiving funding and have had amazing successes in the past; I’m sure we will be equally 

successful this year.  

During a recent SLT uniform check, Year 9 had the most consistent uniform – we have worked hard to 

achieve this and need to keep it going now. Have a wonderful break, rest and recharge! 

Mrs Henzell 

 

Year 10 

Year 10 celebrated the end to a brilliant half term this week, with over 2000 merits collected between 

them in the last seven days! As teachers have entered new ATL scores for students, pupils have         

continued to self-reflect on becoming outstanding learners. It’s been a week of recognition with           

numerous teachers contacting me to congratulate students on their performance in lessons and their  

persistence with some tough new topics.  

I have conducted a number of uniform inspections and been pleased to find students wearing their       

uniform with pride. I would ask that parents continue to support in ensuring students are dressed in full 

uniform following half term and please notify us of any issues we can assist with. School shoes, not       

trainers, make the year group look business like and with your support we now look one of the smartest 

year groups in the school. 

A group of Y10 students have started the 'Teens and Toddlers' programme this week, where they will 

complete some work experience while building interpersonal and professional skills. Students have 

thrived and made brilliant developments on the program in the past, so I am very much looking forward 

to see how the Y10 cohort progresses this term. The rest of the year group have also been considering 

their pathways post GCSE during form time, students have started these discussions during form time and 

will soon be receiving careers surveys to complete. I have spoken to two very successful business owners 

this week who are keen to offer Manchester Academy students opportunities to experience the        

workplace and offer support through their GCSEs. I am sure year 10 are ready for a break this half term 

after all the hard work, remember to set some time aside to complete homework and most importantly, 

a good rest ready for more hard work and the first set of Big Tests later on in the next half-term. 

Ms Tempest 

 

Year 11 

As our first half term draws to a close, it is time to reflect as subject teachers collect assessment data and 

award students ATL scores. Attendance is at an average of 92.3% for the year group, with 109 students 

above 98% attendance, of which 97 of those have 100%. As a year group 4,976 positive Class Charts have 

been awarded this half term, Modern Foreign Languages, Drama, English and Maths leading the way! In the 

first week back after the break, we will be rewarding those students who are setting the high standards 

we expect.  



News 

• The running of both English and Maths exams were successful and the students’ approach was very 

positive as they completed the exams under the strict conditions now compulsory across all public 

exams in England.  

“Well done Year 11! They listened to instruction given regarding the exam procedures and subject tip. 

Feedback from the lead invigilator was that the students were well behaved. Very positive start to         

Pre-Public Examinations”  

• Year 11a1 enjoyed an A-level tutorial on 'Sketching Polynomials using Geogebra' as part of the     

Advanced Maths Support Programme. The tutor was very impressed with their Maths knowledge 

and understanding of the new Mathematical concept. 

• Congratulations to Muhammad Khan Kausar for his achievement of being in the top 20 students, in 

all UL schools, for completing the most independent learning tasks on Hegarty Maths. 

• Super Learning days will take place next week for options A and B 

• Our Y11 Parents’ Information Evening proved a success and we hope was useful for all the families 

who attended. The college application process was a key theme. Thank you for such positive       

support on a busy evening.  

• Year 11 Prefects did an amazing job supporting the Manchester Academy Open Day event and     

represented the Academy with maturity and commitment. All displayed character and dedication 

that will inspire our future cohort. 

Mr Clark 


